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This is a formidable and well-documented counterblast to a developing modern
orthodoxy, expressing a point of view that many readers will not even have suspected
existed, let alone read.

- Anthony Daniels, The Spectator

About the Book The rapid development of the use of international courts and tribunals
to try heads of state for genocide and other crimes against humanity has been welcomed
by most people, because they think that the establishment of international tribunals and
courts to try notorious dictators represents a triumph of law over impunity. In .4 History
of Political Trials, John Laughland takes a very different and controversial view, namely
that political trials are inherently against the rule of law and almost always involve the
abuse of process, as well as being seriously hypocritical.

By means of detailed consideration of the trials of figures as disparate as Chatrles I, Louis
XVI, Erich Honecker and Saddam Hussein, Laughland shows that the guilt of the
accused has always been assumed in advance, that the judges are never impartial, that the
process is always unfair and biased in favour of the prosecution, that the defence is not
permitted to use all the arguments at its disposal, and that often the accusers have done
exactly what they accuse the defense of having done. All the trials he recounts were
marked by arbitrariness and injustice, often gross injustice. Although the chapters are
short and easy to read, they are the fruit of formidable erudition and wide reading.

The general reader will be forced by this book to re-examine the ideas on this subject,
and will be much less sanguine about the possibility of bringing dictators and other
leaders to genuine justice.
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Peter Burke is the leading cultural historian of our generation, and this book shows why.
Through subtlety of thought, elegance of expression and stunning scholarship, always
lightly but powerfully deployed, he offers us here a series of conversations about how
historians have tried to understand signifying practices in the past. His voice is that of a
learned and congenial companion, taking a stroll with us through the pathways of
historical writing.

- Jay Winter, Yale University. Praise for What is Cultural History?

About the Book Gilberto Freyre was arguably the most famous intellectual of
twentieth-century Latin America. He was active as a sociologist, a historian, a journalist, a
cultural critic, a deputy in the Brazilian Assembly, a novelist, poet and artist. He was a
cultural critic, with a good deal to say about architecture, past and present, and a public
intellectual, whose pronouncements on race, region and empire - not to mention sex -
made him famous in some quarters and notorious in others.

The Masters and the Slaves, his most famous work, went through forty editions and has
been translated into nine languages, made into a comic book and a television mini-seties,
while two directors (one of them Robert Rossellini) planned to turn it into a flim. Yet he
is not well known to the western world. Freyre was a major social thinker, one of the few
who have not come from Western Europe or the USA, and this book argues that we
should take account of the pioneering work of this gifted thinker. His ideas are of
particular relevance today for both political and academic reasons. His interest in gender,
ethnicity, hybridity, identity, globalization, and capitalism ensure that his ideas are still
provocative and topical, and ready to be introduced to a western audience.
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Such books would help our efforts aimed at clearing away misunderstanding about Islam
especially the Jihad by the Western world.

- Muhammad Ijaz-ul-Haq, Minister for Religious Affairs, Pakistan.

Praise for Jihad: From Qu’ran to Bin Laden

About the Book After 9/11 the US tesponse to Al-Qaeda—the Global War on
Terror—was heavily influenced by the ‘clash of civilizations’ theory. First introduced by
Bernard Lewis in 1990 in an article entitled “The Roots of Muslim Rage’, this theory was
taken up by Samuel Huntington in his famous book The Clash of Civilizations:
Remaking of World Order in 1993. After the end of the Cold War global conflict will not
be economic or ideological but cultural and religious. ‘“The clash of civilizations’
Huntington wrote ‘will dominate global politics. The fault lines between civilizations will
be the battle lines of the future.’

This theory of global conflict proved enormously influential with neoconservatives in the
US and heavily influenced contemporary US and UK policy. Richard Bonney’s
controversial new book takes as its subject Huntington’s ‘clash of civilizations’ thesis and
looks at the history of this so-called struggle of civilizations before it came to precedence
in the twenty-first century. It identifies the twenty-first century proponents of the thesis,
such as Bernard Lewis and Daniel Pipes, their links to the Bush government and their
roles in exploiting this tradition of hostility between the West and Islam.
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Amit Chaudhuri’s career as a novelist has proceeded in tandem with an ongoing
engagement as a robust critic and thinker ... Clearing a Space is a compendious, quietly
passionate, rigorous and unfailingly eloquent collection.

- Geoff Dyer

About the Book The essays assembled in Clearing a Space, written over the last fifteen
years, cover an astonishing range of subjects. The writer treats himself as a specimen for
an exploration of what it means to be a modern Indian in relation to the West. Personal
memoir gives readers a glance into a nation’s history; his relationship to the West
provides insight into India’s national relationship to the West; his struggle to define
‘Indianness’ for himself becomes a paradigm of searching for Indian identity. With the
same elegance and intelligence for which the author has become known, Chaudhuri
writes anecdotally in these essays about Indian popular culture and high culture, travel
and location in Paris, Bombay, Dublin, Calcutta and Berlin, empire and nationalism,
Indian and Western cinema, music, art and literature, nationalism politics, race,
cosmopolitanism, urban landscapes, Hollywood and Bollywood, Anglophone India,
internationalism, globalisation, the Indian English tradition that pre-dates Rushdie,
post-colonialism and much more.
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